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The Buddhist view is that we are unable to know canker due to our ignorance (avijja). On the other hand, we can be free from all 
suffering only through the destruction of canker which is the condition for the arising of ignorance (avijja). For the solution of 
this problem the Buddha preaches the Path, the Noble Eightfold Path.

 

Although the origin or canker is a very important theme there is no any ‘detailed’ explanation of it in the discourses. This does 
not mean, however, that the discourses are silent about it. What follows is a survey of the materials, relevant to the theme, 
available in the discourses. 

�Conditions Of Arising 
�The way to destruction of canker 

 
The fourth jhana is the culmination of the mind developed in the Noble Eightfold Path. The highest point is described as the 
mind which is entirely purified by equanimity and mindfulness (upakkhasati-parisuddhi). Thus, the Buddha emphasizes 
‘purification of mind’ in which right knowledge and vision arise. If one practices right concentration (sammasamadhi) of the 
Noble Path, it definitely leads to the destruction of canker through understanding the reality.
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