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 On the basis of data collected from selected sample of fifty eight NGOs working for environmental protection and conservation 
in Satara district, the present paper understands the opinions of the environmental volunteers with regarding to certain 
issues relating to the field of environmental protection and conservation. The empirical area of the present study forms part of 
Western Ghats which is ecologically rich. 

 

The evolution of environmental issues on the agendas of international institutions can be better understood by dividing the 
postwar period into three periods defined by two landmark meetings: the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, which was convened in Stockholm in June1972 and the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development, known as the Earth Summit, which was held in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992. 

The present study was undertaken to document the environmental NGOs and their work in Satara District of Maharashtra, 
with a view to understand their role in environmental protection. The descriptive research design has been adopted for the 
present study. A list of NGOs working in the field of environmental protection and conservation was compiled by using snow-
ball technique. 

Ecologically, the Satara district occupies prominent place in Maharashtra. Especially, after 1980 with the rise in the local 
environmental problems and along with them increasing felt need to address these issues environmental NGOs have emerged 
in Satara district. To address local environmental problems many environmental NGOs have been formed in Satara district. 
The environmental organizations in Satara district are working spontaneously and voluntary. The nature of organizations 
(NGOs) are non- profit basis. Environmental volunteers were coming from highly educated families of society.
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