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India is one such Third World country which is characterized by poverty and unemployment.  According to 2001 census 35 per 
cent of the population is living below poverty line and 30 per cent below poverty line in 2011. The rural women are mostly 
engaged in the farms as agricultural labourers. They face the problems of job insecurity and exploitation on par with the male 
workers. 

 

India is one such Third World country which is characterized by poverty and unemployment.  According to 2001 census 35 per 
cent of the population is living below poverty line and 25 per cent below poverty line in 2008. Further, a huge are of 
developmental benefits are going in favour of a small section of the society, who have high socio-economic status. This has 
been resulting in the widening of income and wealth disparities. 
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�Economic Empowerment of SHGs Respondents

The findings of the study clearly bring out the fact that SHGs were an effective tool of the economic development. They were 
providing economic benefits to the members to through group activities.  The SHGs were planning significant role in insuring 
individual members participation for the benefit for the group and individuals. In Andhra Pradesh the SHGs have been 
implemented as a movement for social and economic transformation. The Government as well as banks and NGOs are 
supporting the programme.
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