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India is among the most diverse societies in the world. It has people from all the major religions in the world—Hindus, 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and Zoroastrians (Parsis). When India gained independence in1947, the political 
leadership and the framers of the constitution took note of this diversity, and they deliberated on a framework that would 
provide for a unified but culturally diverse state. 

 

The term “Minority” defies exact definition because no matter enumeration is necessary but not sufficient for defining it. It is 
for this reason that the question of defining “Minority” has always been a hotly contested issue in international and domestic 
fora. The term minority refers any small group in society that is different from the rest because of their race, religion, or 
political beliefs, or a person who belongs to such a group. The term “minority” is derived from Latin word “minor” and French 
word “minorite”. 

�The Main Problems Faced By Minorities In India Are As
�Cultural And Educational Rights Of Minorities
�Article 29 Protection Of Interests Of Minorities
�Article 30 Rights Of Minorities To Establish And Administer Educational Institutions
�Right Of Minorities To Establish And Administer Educational Institutions
�Linguistic Rights
�Religious Rights

 
As India moves on to a higher growth path, it becomes important that minorities are not left behind but participate in and 
share equally in our progress. Equitable and indusive growth is necessary for the all round progress of the country. The idea of 
giving some special rights to the minorities is not to have a kind of a privileged or pampered section of the population, but to 
give to the minorities a sense of security and a feeling of confidence. The Constitution of India provides not only basic rights to 
the minorities but many rights which conserved their religion, language and culture. 

�Bhikhu Parekh, India’s Diversity, Dissent, Summer, 1996, 
�Bindeshwar Pathak, B. N. Saraswati “Constitutional Safeguards For Weaker Sections And The Minorities In India,” 

Commercial block, Mohan Garden New Delhi 1999.
�Constitutional rights and safeguards provided to the minorities in India.
�Cultural Diversity, Religious Syncretism and People of India: An Anthropological Interpretation , N.K Das 1985 
�D.L. Sheth, Gurpreet Mahajan, “Minority Identities and the Nation State,” Oxford University Press 1999.
�Dr Anwarul Yaqin “Constitutional Protection of Minority Educational Institutions In India,”Deep and Deep 

Publication,Rajouri Garden, New Delhi,1982.
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