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Abstract:

Socio economic development of an area is the best reflection of the quality of
life of its people. The distribution of social and economic services is crucial not only for
promoting economic growth but also for assuring the social justice and improving the
quality of life. Growing disparities and social tensions in this area is associated with
unequal and unplanned developmental programmes. Padmapuram is a village in Araku
valley in Visakhapatanam district of Andhra Pradesh. It has been found in the study that
there is a substantial gap between demand and supply of health care infrastructure, both
physical and manpower.

Education plays a fundamental role in income generation and there are many other ways in which
education helps to promote and sustain human development in this area. There is an urgent requirement of
some developmental planning. The present paper attempts to find out the present status of social and
economic development of Padmapuram is village in Araku valley.

INTRODUCTION

Socioeconomic status is an economic and sociological combined total measure of a person's work
experience and of an individual's or family's economic and social position in relation to others, based on
income, education, and occupation. When analyzing a family's socioeconomic status, the household
income, earners' education, and occupation are examined, as well as combined income, versus with an
individual, when their own attributes are assessed. Socioeconomic status is typically broken into three
categories, high status, middle status, and low status to describe the three areas a family or an individual
may fall into.When placing a family or individual into one of these categories any or all of the three
variables (income, education, and occupation) can be assessed. A 4th variable, wealth, may also be
examined when determining socioeconomic status. Additionally, low income and little education have
shown to be strong predictors of a range of physical and mental health problems, ranging from respiratory
viruses, arthritis, coronary disease, and schizophrenia.The paper attempts to find out the present
socioeconomic status of Padmapuram village of Visakhapatnam of Andhra Pradesh.

LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA

Padmapuram is village in Araku valley in Visakhapatanam district of Andhra Pradesh.
Padmapuram is located 79.6 kilometer away from its district main city Visakhapatanam.
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OBJECTIVES

The main objectives are-

(1)To study its present situation and dimension.

(2)To analyze the cause and background of the problem.
(3)To identify the possible strategies for human development.

(4)To ensure proper planning and management measures.

DATA SOURCE

This work is based on primary data obtained from Questionnaire survey, interview, field visit and
secondary data is obtained from Government and Non-Government office. Various maps and diagrams
have been collected in order to fulfill the objective of the research. The collected data according to different
categories helps to generalize or describe the demographic character as well as socio economic

characteristics of the village.

DATABASE

Methodology for the present work is statistical as well as cartographic. For analyzing this data,
various statistical techniques have been adopted to fulfill the objective. The paper represents the present
scenario of social and economic development of Padmapuram village of Visakhapatnam of Andhra

Pradesh.

Table: 1 showing the distribution of population

of Padmapuram Village, A.P.

Sex Distribution

Male

Female

261

236
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POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

265
260
255
250
245
240
235
230
225
220

Male Female
SEX

100 families were surveyed in the study area. The total population is 497. Out of which number of
males 261 and females 236.

Table 2: showing the Literacy of Padmapuram Village, A.P.

Literate Illiterate
295 202

DIAGRAM SHOWING THE LITERACY AND
ILLITERACY SCENARIO OF
PADMAPURAM VILLAGE
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Table: 3 showing the source of income

Source of Family Income

Agriculture | Industry | Labour | Business | Serviceman

46 8 25 16 4
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FOURCECE FAMLY INCOME

My APER AF Pald k™

Frit i

PLARAHU ALY

PEOPLE INVOLYV E IN HANDICRAFT AND HANDLOOM INDUSTRIES

PEOPLE INVOLYV E IN DIFFERENT ECONOMIC SECTO RS

MAJOR CONSTRAINS FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THIS AREA

Research reveals that there are a number of socio economic problems in this study area. The
identified problems are stated below:

1.Local people of Padmapuram are suffering from scarcity of safe drinking water which causes different
social issues.
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2.Scarcity of irrigated water indicates low productivity and poor economic condition of the local people.
3.Social hazard due to out burst of different diseases.

4.The entire area of Padmapuram is an interior village where people have narrow and traditional thinking.
5.They are not so economically sound.

Tourism may change the socio economic condition of the local people of Padmapuram. The only
reason behind the unwillingness is that people have alternative economic opportunities. They involve in
agriculture, business and different private sectors. According to the local people tourist come to visit
historical places only for a month so it creates seasonal unemployment. There are a number of tourist
places, like Bora Cave, Simachalam etc.

BORA CAVE SIMACHALAM

SUGGESTIONS

1.Better suggestion for the development of tourism industry in this area may be the social change and
change in human perception and thinking. Approach from both Government and local people for the
development of tourism industry may be an ideal step to regenerate the economic condition in the study
area.

2.Development of communication, health, education can improve the socio economic status of the people
of Padmapuram Village.

3.To mitigate the health related socio economic issues, establishment of a number of quality hospitals is
required.

4.Investment is required from Government and private sectors to mobilize the entire developmental
process.

5.The tribal communities in this region are now vulnerable. Because they are threatened by the tourists.
Unknown foreign tourists are continuously damaging their myth, culture and tradition.

CONCLUSION

From the above discussion it is clear that the area is not so developed. The isolation in every sense
is a cause of backwardness of this region. Employment opportunity in this village is very low due to poor
educational background. The physical set up of this region is also a barrier for proper development. Proper
planning and management is highly required in this area.
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