
ORIGINAL ARTICLE

ISSN No : 2230-7850

Monthly Multidiciplinary
Research Journal 

Indian Streams 

Research Journal

Executive Editor

Ashok Yakkaldevi

Editor-in-chief

H.N.Jagtap

Vol II Issue IX



Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathmatical Sciences, 
University of South Carolina Aiken, Aiken SC 
29801

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Catalina Neculai
University of Coventry, UK

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Postdoctoral Researcher

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature 
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Department of Chemistry, Lahore 
University of Management Sciences [ PK 
]
Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Horia Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA
Nawab Ali Khan
College of Business Administration 

 Flávio de São Pedro Filho
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

Kamani Perera
Regional Centre For Strategic Studies, Sri 
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya [ 
Malaysia ]

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus Pop

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade
ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur 
University, Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education, 
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji 
University, Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance 
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College, 
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary, Play India Play (Trust),Meerut 

Iresh Swami
Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar
S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University, 
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science 
YCMOU, Nashik

 S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University, 
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava
Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Ph.D , Annamalai University,TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra

 Editorial Board

International Advisory Board

Welcome to ISRJ
ISSN No.2230-7850

          Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English, 
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed 
referred by members of the editorial Board readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes 
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595                                                                                             

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi  258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.net



Please cite this Article as :  :  
Research Journal (Oct. ; 2012) 

vishnu shelke  , Realism And Symbolism In Munshi Premchand's Godan    Indian Streams 

Volume 2, Issue. 9, Oct 2012
Indian Streams Research Journal

KEYWORD: 

Realism, Symbolism, Godan, Realistic, Novels, Characters, Writing.

 INTRODUCTION

In Godan the portrayal  of characters of miss malti and mr. mehtais realistic.their views on family 
life and love are objective and authentic.prem chand believes that a stable family life can give an individual 
the strength to face the hardship in life.premchand belives in sanctity and the power in indian family 
system.he presents his characters with their weaknesses and qualities.it is the humanitarian approach 
towards life that makes premchand's novels so appealing and they continue to retain their universal appeal 
and relevence.

Before the advent of munshi premchand on the literary scene,the majority of writers in india were 
virtually without any direction.their writings were full of improbablesituations and fantasy.fiction writing 
was done solelyfor self gratification and intertainment.it lacked the element of realism and 
commitment.premchand was the first novelist who infused the spirit of realismin novel by associating it 
with social problems. his themes and characters are more closer  to life and reality.He gives a realistic 
portrayal of his characters which are drawn from his contemporary society.

In his writings premchand writes the social evils and outdated traditional values. as a progressive 
writer he belongs to the middle classand writes about common people.his progressive and humanitarian 
attitude towards life is clearly reflected in his novels.he declares that literature is not only a reflection of life 
in general but it has a social fungtion to perfprm.the function of literature is not only to intertain but also to 
guide the individuals and society in the right direction.his characters fit into the descriptions in his 
narratives and he describes about their environmental and mental make-up.premchands descriptions are 
not mere acts of reporting but they are also highly suggestive.

In Godan ,premchand presents two categories of characters-rural and urben.the rural characters 
are Hori,Hira,dhania,jhunia,gobar,bhola,sona,rupa,mattadeen,dattadeen,nahari,selia,chuhia etc.the 
characters with the urben backgroundare mr.mehta,miss.malti,mr.khanna,govindi,rai sahib,rudra 
pratap,saroj,mirza khurshid etc.their names themselves tell about the position and status of these 
characters,and give a habitat and a local name to them.here premchands descriptions of their life style and 

Abstract:

In his novels ,munshi prem chand is concerned with the relationship on 
individual levels and collective form. Generally his novels show a couple of selected 
families engaged in a common comon concernand their action affects each other's point 
of view.through his characters premchand highlights the contemporary social, 
economic, religious and political problems.he makes the individual and the family a 
medium for the realistic portrayal of contemporary social problems. In Godan one finds 
the biggining of the process of disintegration of the joint family system in the villages.he 
gives a realistic description of family life in his novel Godan.in it,he involves the family 
life of mr.khanna-govindi,hori-dhania,gobar-ghunia,miss malti and mr.mehta with a 
penetrating psychological insight.
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beliefs is realistic and convincing.
Despite a vivid realistic portrayal of his characters,prem chand's characters lack the validity and 

dynamism.prem chand does not concentrate upon their inner conflicts and pains,because his main objective 
is to deal with some social problems and to project his vision of life. Through he allows his readers to have a 
peep into the minds of his characters,yet the characters seem to be preoccupied with the social concern and 
responsibility.this social concern restricts the readers from seeing the inner storms and conflicts in the 
minds of the characters.

In this novels on many occasions,crucial moment arrive in the lives of the characters,but the 
initiative on their part is restricted by the dominance of the social issues in the narrative.this the reason why 
the psychological analysis is lacking in the narrative.it is eclipsed by an increasing sense of social and 
collective responsibility.he does not halt for a moment to discuss the inner conflicts and he is to eager to 
initiate his characters in a new challenging situation.he shows that the middle class with its 
aspirations,defeats,notions of morality falls an easy prey to social evils like dowry 
system,bride,exploitation of the poor and prostitution.

The characters in prem chands novwls are so preoccupied with social problems that the moments 
of the self-introspection are rare in their lives.the moments of self-contemplation and about individual 
aspirations are there in the relationship between miss malti and mr.mehta in detail,and the moments of self-
introspection are found in the lives of other characters only as passing references. In Godan,Hori  is a 
unique creation of premchand who always in his environment without showing any sign of opposition and 
resistance. Hori is a farmer whose life is a tail of untold misery and suffering. 

In his writings,prem chand's aim is to suggest rather than to moralise directly. His characters are 
symbolic and representatives of their respective classes. Aparts from symbols and representations,his 
characters show a rare blend of individuality and a common concern. This makes prem chand's writing 
more effective and powerful in their appeal.
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