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Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to highlight Adiyaman Fort (Kottai), in
Dharmapuri District. In 1965 the Salem District was bifurcated into Salem and
Dharmapuri Districts. In respect of Dharmapuri District, Dharmapuri was made the
headquarters of the District. Dharmapuri is one of the historical places in Tamil Nadu
where, in ancient times, particularly during the rule of Adiyamans, Dharmapuri was in
limelight in history and as well as in Tamil Literature. In this paper an attempt is made to
highlight the historical evolution of Adiyaman Fort, it's structure, Temples, inscriptions,
paintings in the fort.
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INTRODUCTION:
History of Adiyaman

In Tamil Sangam Literature, Dharmapuri District was called 'Tagadur Nadu'. The available
inscription views that previously Dharmapuri was called as 'Tagadur' and at present it is called as
Dharmapuri.1 Adiyamans, the Ancient Rulers of Tagadur were valiant warriors and patrons of Tamil
Literature. Adiyaman Neduman Anji was the reigning chief at Tagadur. He was a great warrior. He was
related to Cheraman, the King of the Cheras. He was a powerful and great chieftain and was able to inflict a
crushing defeat on the combined forces of seven princes of seven principalities. Adiyaman was a
philanthropist. He often used to reward the pandits in Tagadur. Later many pandits came in and praised him
much in order to get reward from his hands.

There were even women pandits in the Court of Ancient Rulers of Tamil Country. Among them the
remarkable woman poetess was Avvaiyar. She went in search of good people and sang in praise of them.
Once Avvaiyar heard about Adiyaman's virtues, and sung much in praise of his virtues. Avvaiyar seems, to
have spent a good portion of her life in the Court of Adiyaman Neduman Anji.2

TAGADUR'S SPECIALITY

Dharmapuri is one of the renowned historical places in Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu with her rich
cultural heritage has many places of aesthetic, historical, archaeological or religious importance which will
be of attraction to anyone locally, nationally or globally.

All these places in the present Dharmapuri District have been brought out to public interest. When
Adiyaman Fort was researched by Prof. K. V. Raman, Madras University, he discovered some of the
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ancient things such as dolls made with mud, bangles and earrings. In Tagadur, different types of forts were
discovered namely, mud and stone built forts and preserved well through the through the ages because of
the keen interest taken by the ruling dynasties.3

CAPITAL OF ADIYAMANS

It is known from the inscription of Kambainallur, Dharmapuri Kottai Temple, Adiyaman
milestone, Dharmapuri served as the capital of Adiyamans. After the end of the rule of Adiyamans in
Sangam age, the Gangas immigrated from Kollar to Tagadur. During their period, the Kannada and Tamil
spoken people mingled and hence the place was called Tagaduru. Tagadur was remained in the
jurisdiction of Ganganadu for a few years.4

NAME OF ADIYAMAN

The Tamil words of Adigan and Adiyan gives the meaning of excellent and remarkable person
respectively. The name Cheraman is derived from Chera + Magan and Malaiman from Maliayar + Magan.
Similarly, the word Adiyaman has been derived from Adiyar + Magan.5 Adirajan in Sanskrit means
independent king and he came to be known as Adiyaman in Tamil.6

ADIYAMAN FORT

The capital place of Adiyamans was Adiyaman Fort which is situated on the Salem- Dharmapuri
road at a distance of 7.k.m. from Dharmapuri. The ruins of the Fort shows the shape as roughly oval. From
the area of the ruins in the Fort and the Area of the location of the various temples and from the coverage
area of the surrounding residential sites of the villages, it is deduced that he ruled a vast area 7

The Archaeologists and Historians views that two thousand years ago Adiyamans might have
ruled Tagadur. At present, Adiyaman Fort was in partial ruins . The National Highway Road passes near the
Adiyaman Fort. During the flood occasions the ancient coins and the bricks of Kottai was brought to light.
Therefore, the entrance of the Tagadur itself seemed as the location of the Adiyaman Kottai.

The Fort Temple which is near the market in Dharmapuri is a part and parcel of Adiyaman Fort.§ In
the Fort village belonged to Twelfth Century, there is a milestone on the way to Adiyaman Peruvazhi
Navalthavalam, at the distance of 29 km. There is another milestone on the way to Krishnagiri from
Matlampatti near Konguchettipatti which shows the distance of 27 km away to reach Adiyaman Fort.9
Structure of the Fort

According to the description of Purananuru, a Tamil verse, the entrance of Adiyaman Fort was
very huge. The Fort was very strong and protective in such a way that no enemy can climb the fort because
the outer part of the Fort was pasted with mustard oil. The armaments were placed on the Fort in the shape of
birds, balls, bows and arrows in order to protect the Fort from all possible stacks of the enemies.10

TEMPLES AND INSCRIPTION IN THE FORT

The important temple in the Fort area is Someswara Temple. There is a stone slab outside this
temple in which the figure of an elephant is engraved which is said to be the emblem of Adiyaman. On the
basement of the outer walls, there are many inscriptions in Tamil.

Other temples in the Fort village were dedicated to Bhairava,Ankalamman, Narasimha and
Kaliamman. There is also a Jain sculpture near the Bairava Temple. The festival of Kaliamman Temple
takes place every year during the Tamil month of Panguni (March-April). The Chenneraya Perumal
Temple is the biggest of its kind which is held as a protected monument.11

There is a mandapa in the Fort Village. An inscription of this mandapa belonging to Seventeenth
Century views that the land was donated by Nayannar to Someswara Devan. There is another inscription
engraved in Bhairava Temple facing south-west direction shows that the land of Veeranarasimhan Devan
was donated to the priest, Vidugadhar who belonged to Nandhimangalam.

When Bosala King reigned Adiyaman Fort, the seat of Adiyaman Fort was changed into
Mahendramangalam. Later, during the Vidugathalagiya Perumal's period again the name was changed into
Adiyaman Fort.

During the rule of the Cholas and Vijayanagar Kings, the name Adiyaman Fort was unchanged.
On behalf of the Someswarar Devan, the people donated their land for the temple. Further there are
sculptures showing the figures of the soldiers, engraved in Adiyaman Fort.12
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MALLIKARJUNESWARAR TEMPLE

The Mallikarjuneswarar Temple in Dharmapuri is intimately linked with history and mythology.
The famous temple of Mallikarjuneswarar, which is situated in the Fort Area is also known as Fort
Kamatchi Temple. According to the chief priest, Sivacharya Selvamuthukumarasivam, the linga of
Mallikarjuna is as old and majestic as that of the presiding deity of Srisailam in Andrapradesh, and is hailed
as 'Banalinga’. The Shrine is considered one among the 1008 Ancient Siva Temples. The Sthalapurana of
the Temple says that Arjuna, one of the Pandava Brothers worshiped this deity by offering jasmine flowers.
Hence the God came to be known as Mallikarjuna. Yudhishtira, the eldest of the Pandavas took to austerity
here and hence the place came to be called Dharmapuri.

It was here that Indrajit, the son of Ravana had performed a sacrifice to get a boon from Goddess
Nikubalai. This is also the only temple where Prathyankira and Soolini, consorts of Saraba are worshipped.
According to historical evidences collected by the Hindu Religious and Charity Endowments Department,
Saint Puri Siddha appealed to Kulottunga Choha to renovate the Shrine, which was then the King renovated
the temple. It then came to be called Chanayiram Muzhamayiram.

The Temple inscriptions speaks of the renovations made from time to time by several Rulers
including Tipu Sultan. Sundaramurthy Nayanar, in one of his hymns makes a passing reference to this
Temple. The Temple is built on an area of 1.50 acres. The Shrine is conspicuous by the absence of the front
Rajagopuram or Vimanas. The Linga of Mallikarjuna is placed on a square Aavudaiyar with 36 Patigas,
which denotes the 36 Philosophical tenets in accordance with Siva Agama.

PILLARS AND PAINTINGS OF ADIYAMAN FORT

There is a mandapa which leads to the sanctum sanctorum in the Fort Temple. The paintings in the
ceiling of the mandapa depicts the scenes from Mahabaratha, Viswarupa Dharshan of Lord Krishna and
some scenes from the Ramayana. It is still fresh and unfortunately a portion of the paintings have been
white washed. However, what is left has been preserved and for the lovers of paintings and artists, it is really
a treasure house. The colours of red, black, white and yellow are predominant in the paintings, and the
techniques employed deserves a need of detailed study and research. These paintings belong to Sixteenth
Century on which the scenes of war is depicted.13

The Mahamandapa is an architectural wonder. The hanging stone pillars never touch the ground.
Each stone pillar weighs about two tones and sculptures of damsels are engraved on them. In the Sanctum
Sanctorum of the presiding deity, the figure of Goddess Lakshmi with elephants on either side showering
water on Her has been artistically sculptured.

This historical temple assumes significance during Deepavali Festival every year. Women
belonging to around 58 hamlets in and around Dharmapuri throng the temple premises to perform Kethara
Gowri Nonbu, a community festival. Special Poojas are also performed on the day of Gowriviratham by
the local devotees in a grand manner. 14

The Temple of Lord Kaalabairavam, adjacent to Kamatchi Temple is worshipped by the devotes
every Sunday between 4.30 pm and 6 pm. They perform special Raagukaala Pooja before the Bhairava
deity. The deities in the Temple are worshiped in accordance with the Kamiga Agama., Chandihuman and
Thiruvilakku Poojas are also performed on all full moon nights. The people lit the lamps in white squash
guard and coconut. It has been traditionally followed from the period of Adiyaman to the present day in
Dharmapuri.

ADIYAMAN KOTTAM

Realising the historical and cultural significance of the Adiyaman Fort, the Government of Tamil
Nadu has constructed Adiyaman Kottam to preserve the ancient monument .The cost value of this place is
1.15 crores. The area is about 2 acres and 6190 square feet. This Kottam is very magnificent and it is
maintained well. The statue of Adiyaman and Avvaiyar is placed at the entrance of this Kottam. Thus the
Adiyaman Fort, the Fort Temple and Adiyaman Kottam are the significant historical and cultural place to be
preserved through the ages, keeping the memory of the past, leaving the legacy to generation after
generation.15
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