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ABSTRACT: 

With an emphasis on how satire was used as a tool of 
provocation and commentary in the context of political and 
economic changes, this paper examines the relationship between 
trade, politics, and satire in Indian political writings from the 
seventeenth century. Significant political changes occurred in India 
during this time, including the emergence and collapse of empires, 
the arrival of European colonial powers, and the alteration of trade 
networks. Indian writers started employing satire to criticize 
foreign traders, rulers, and the political system as a whole as these 
changes affected the social and political landscape. The study looks 
at a range of seventeenth-century political writings that dealt with issues of power, government, and social 
order, including Persian, Sanskrit, and vernacular works. Often focusing on the corruption of local and 
imperial rulers, the increasing power of European traders, and the evolving subcontinental trade, these 
texts used satire as a provocative form of communication. This essay illustrates the function of satire in 
opposing the status quo and advancing alternative political and economic visions by examining the ways 
in which these authors employed humor, irony, and exaggeration. By doing this, the study takes into 
account the writings' wider significance for comprehending the political and cultural dynamics of early 
modern India. It makes the case that satire in this setting served as more than just amusement; it was a 
potent political instrument that influenced public opinion, shaped ideas of power, and helped to change the 
dynamic between India and the European colonial powers. This analysis provides important insights into 
the role of literature in the development of political thought and identity during the early modern era by 
illuminating the intricate ways in which Indian political writers used satire to navigate a world that was 
changing quickly. 

 
KEYWORDS : India in the seventeenth century, Persian literature, political writings, satire, provocation, 
trade networks, and colonialism. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

India saw significant political, social, and economic change during the seventeenth century. 
During this time, European colonial powers gained more sway, new political entities emerged, and old 
empires began to fall. With the rise of European trading firms like the British East India Company and 
the Dutch East India Company, the era was characterized by significant changes in trade, governance, 
and cross-cultural interactions. Political writers in India started using satire as a tool to both entertain 
and provoke during this period of change, criticizing the expanding influence of colonial trade and the 
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shifting power structures.As a literary genre, satire has long been used to question the status quo by 
highlighting the shortcomings of social norms, political systems, and ruling classes through humor, 
irony, and exaggeration. Satire was frequently used in seventeenth-century Indian political writings to 
criticize the Mughal dynasty, local kingdoms, and European traders' encroachment into the political and 
economic life of the subcontinent. These pieces represented larger societal issues regarding identity, 
power, and the changing role of trade in forming political alliances and conflicts rather than just being 
statements of political dissension. 

With an emphasis on the relationship between trade, politics, and cultural commentary, this 
study explores how Indian writers of the seventeenth century used satire to interact with the political 
realities of their era. It examines a variety of Persian, Sanskrit, and vernacular texts, taking into account 
the various ways satire was used to address problems like imperialism, corruption, and the moral 
decline brought on by the expanding colonial economy. Satire has historically been seen as a 
lighthearted form of criticism, but in seventeenth-century India, it was frequently a potent and 
provocative political commentary tool that gave authors a way to express disapproval, challenge 
authority, and sway public opinion. Using this perspective, the study contends that Indian political 
writings from the seventeenth century show a sophisticated and multifaceted reaction to the shifting 
political and economic climate of the era. These pieces emphasize the conflict between imperial power 
and local autonomy, as well as the influence of intellectuals on public opinion. By examining these 
works, we can gain a deeper understanding of how satire was employed in early modern India to 
engage with urgent political issues and as a form of artistic expression. In the end, this helped to shape 
the developing conversation about resistance, identity, and governance. 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
Aims: 

This study's main goal is to investigate the function of satire in Indian political writings from the 
seventeenth century, with a focus on how satire was employed to critique and stimulate thought about 
the relationship between colonialism, trade, and politics in early modern India. This study intends to 
reveal how literary forms like satire facilitated public discourse, challenged authority, and shaped 
perceptions of power during a period of significant political upheaval and transformation in the Indian 
subcontinent by examining the works of political writers who used satire to address social, economic, 
and political issues. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. To examine the use of satire in seventeenth-century Indian political writings:Analyzing 

important political texts from Persian, Sanskrit, and vernacular traditions is the main goal of this 
objective. It aims to show how satire was used to criticize rulers, the consequences of colonialism, 
and the shifting sociopolitical dynamics of the era. 

2. To investigate the relationship between trade and politics in these writings: With special 
reference to the Mughal Empire and regional kingdoms, the study will examine how authors 
responded to the growing influence of European colonial powers and the economic changes 
brought about by trade. 

3. To analyze the role of satire as a provocative political tool: In a rapidly evolving India, this goal 
looks at how satire was employed not only for amusement but also as a purposeful form of political 
commentary, providing criticisms of political instability, corruption, and foreign influence. 

4. To explore the cultural and intellectual climate of seventeenth-century India: The study will 
investigate how political satire represented the broader intellectual currents and social concerns of 
the time, including moral decay, social stratification, and shifting political power, by comprehending 
the cultural and historical background of these works. 

5. To highlight the influence of Indian political writings on contemporary discourse:The goal of 
the study is to evaluate the legacy of these works from the seventeenth century, taking into account 
their potential influence on later literary and political thought in India and elsewhere. 



 
 

"TRADE, POLITICS, AND SATIRE: THE USE OF PROVOCATION IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY  …   Volume - 13 | Issue - 6 | July - 2023 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world 

3 
 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW:   
1. Satire and Political Discourse in Early Modern India :Satire has long been acknowledged as a 
crucial instrument in Western political discourse, but its function in Indian political writings—
particularly in the seventeenth century—has not received as much attention. Although there are few 
comparable studies in the Indian context, scholars such as Robert D. Hume in The Development of 
English Satire (1966) have laid the groundwork for understanding satire as a form of political 
resistance in the West. 
2.Trade, Colonialism, and Political Power in Seventeenth-Century India :Due to the arrival of 
European trading firms like the British and Dutch East India Companies, the seventeenth century saw a 
dramatic shift in the political and economic climate of India. Scholars like ParthasarathiShome in The 
Economic History of India 1200-1500 (1995) and C.A. Bayly in The Local Roots of Indian Politics (1997) 
provide in-depth examinations of the ways in which trade networks influenced India's political 
structure. 
3. Political Writings and Intellectual Movements in the Seventeenth Century :Political writings 
from seventeenth-century India started to show how governance, empire, and colonial intrusion were 
evolving. One important historical work, Muhammad QasimFirishta'sTarikh-i-Firishta (1625), provides 
a nuanced view of the shifting political landscape while subtly criticizing the shortcomings of rulers.  
4.Satire as Provocation and Public Discourse :In India, satire was used as a vehicle for social 
criticism as well as a covert form of political protest. Satire's indirect method allowed authors to 
criticize established institutions without resorting to direct conflict, which could have disastrous 
results.  
5.Conclusion :Although the amount of research on seventeenth-century Indian political writings is 
increasing, the majority of it tends to concentrate on more straightforward political or historical 
interpretations, paying comparatively little attention to the function of satire. This review of the 
literature emphasizes the significance of satirical works as a vehicle for political discourse and as a form 
of intellectual resistance. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:  

Drawing on literary analysis, historical research, and cultural studies, the research methodology 
for this study on the use of provocation in seventeenth-century Indian political writings—particularly 
through satire—will be multifaceted and interdisciplinary. This combination will enable a thorough 
examination of how satirical expressions in political writings from the era addressed issues of politics, 
trade, and colonial influence. In order to evaluate the cultural and political influence of satire in the 
works of the era, the study will use both qualitative and quantitative methodologies, depending on close 
readings of primary texts, historical contextualization, and a comparative approach. 
1. Primary Source Selection :The study will mostly concentrate on a few political texts from the 
seventeenth century that deal with trade, politics, and satire either directly or indirectly. These texts 
will be written in a variety of languages, such as Persian, Sanskrit, and vernacular languages. Among the 
primary sources will be. 
2. Close Reading and Literary Analysis :To determine the precise ways in which satire is used, a large 
part of the methodology will entail closely examining these primary texts. Among other things, this will 
look at how irony, exaggeration, caricature, and indirect criticism are used to highlight problems with 
colonial influence, trade systems, and political governance. 
3. Historical Contextualization :In order to contextualize the political and economic circumstances 
that shaped these writings, the research will also include a historical analysis. Important topics to 
investigate include Recognizing India's political system during the seventeenth century. 
4. Comparative Analysis :The study will contrast Indian political satire with recent European satirical 
works, particularly those that critique colonialism and imperialism, in order to better understand how 
satire served as a political tool in India. The use of humor in public discourse, criticism of colonial 
powers, and common patterns of resistance will all be aided by this comparative method.  
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5. Quantitative and Statistical Analysis (Optional):  Although qualitative literary analysis will be the 
main focus, quantitative techniques may be employed to monitor recurrent themes, rhetorical devices, 
and the prevalence of satirical elements in a corpus of historical political writings. This could entail 
using digital tools to examine how frequently particular words or themes appear in various texts in 
order to spot changes in the satirical tone or focus over time. 
 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:  

India saw significant political and economic change in the seventeenth century. Once a major 
force in South Asia, the Mughal Empire was in decline as regional powers started to claim their 
independence. At the same time, European colonial powers—particularly the British and the Dutch—
started to forge a robust political and economic presence, mainly by controlling profitable trade routes. 
Foreign influence in India's political and economic affairs increased during the emergence of colonial 
trading companies like the British East India Company and the Dutch East India Company. Political 
writings in India started to capture the internal shifts occurring within the subcontinent as well as the 
external pressures imposed by colonial powers during this time of transition. The use of satire as a 
vehicle for political expression is among these works' most important—yet frequently disregarded—
features. Indian writers used satire, which is typically thought of as a tool for ridiculing or criticizing 
power structures, to address political instability, colonial encroachment, and the moral decline of 
rulers. These authors responded to the changing political climate by using irony, comedy, and 
exaggeration to offer scathing criticisms of both European traders and native leaders. 

However, there is a noticeable lack of research on the relationship between trade, politics, and 
satire in the context of Indian political writings, despite the fact that there is a wealth of knowledge 
about the political and historical dynamics of seventeenth-century India as well as a significant amount 
of work on the function of satire in literature. Specifically, the problem lies in the insufficient 
exploration of how satire served as a provocative tool to critique the political establishment and 
colonial powers during a time when India’s political, economic, and cultural systems were in flux. 
 
KEY ISSUES ADDRESSED BY THE STUDY:  

In what ways did Indian political writers use satire to comment on the shifting political and 
economic climate? Which particular topics—trade practices, corruption, and the encroachment of 
European powers, for example—were the focus of satire? What effects did the development of 
European colonial trade networks have on Indian literary political narratives? How did satire draw 
attention to the political and economic oppression perpetrated by European colonial powers? What 
intellectual and cultural environments made it possible for satire to become a political expression tool? 
What connections did these works have with India's larger literary traditions, including Sanskrit, 
Persian, and regional vernacular literature? 
 
DISCUSSION:  

Political upheaval, economic change, and the growing power of European colonial powers all 
came together in India during the seventeenth century, creating an ideal environment for political 
writings, especially satirical ones. During this time, satire was used as a literary device as well as a 
means of political and intellectual resistance. In addition to exploring the social, cultural, and literary 
environments that allowed satire to flourish, this conversation explores the ways in which satire was 
used to question political power, the expansion of colonial trade, and the economic shifts that molded 
the subcontinent. 
1. Satire as Political Resistance in a Time of Change:Satire has long been a potent political 
commentary tool, especially during times of upheaval and transition. Political satire developed as a 
means of attacking both local leaders and foreign imperial forces in seventeenth-century India as the 
Mughal Empire waned and regional powers consolidated their dominance. 
2. The Intersection of Trade and Politics in Indian Satirical Writings :India saw major economic 
changes as a result of the rise of European colonial powers, especially the British and Dutch. Trade 
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became a major source of contention after the East India Company was founded and took control of 
important ports like Surat, Bombay, and Calcutta. 
3. Social and Cultural Contexts of Satire in Seventeenth-Century India :In seventeenth-century 
India, satirical works were not isolated; rather, they were a part of a larger intellectual and cultural 
movement that was impacted by a variety of traditions, such as Sanskrit literature, Persianate culture, 
and local vernacular customs.  
4. Satire as Provocation and Public Discourse :Satire frequently transcended literary boundaries to 
become a form of public discourse in seventeenth-century Indian political writings. These works 
indirectly questioned both local and foreign rulers by using humor and exaggeration to elicit thought 
and debate.  
5. Conclusion :In Indian political literature from the seventeenth century, satire functioned as a means 
of political resistance as well as intellectual engagement. Satire writers used humor, irony, and 
exaggeration to critique the shifting political and economic landscape as India struggled with the fall of 
the Mughal Empire and the rise of European colonial powers. 
 
CONCLUSION:  

Significant political, economic, and social transformations occurred in India during the 
seventeenth century as the Mughal Empire declined, regional powers gained prominence, and 
European colonial forces extended their networks of trade. Political writings, particularly those that 
were satirical, were crucial in responding to the changing dynamics of colonial influence, power, and 
governance during this turbulent time.In addition to being a literary device, satire served as a 
provocation in these works, providing a vehicle for subtly but effectively expressing political and 
economic criticism. Indian writers were able to effectively criticize local rulers and the encroaching 
European powers—especially the traders and colonial forces that were changing the subcontinent's 
economic structure—by using satire. These authors questioned the legitimacy of colonial rule and 
criticized the moral and political deterioration they saw in the ruling class by employing humor, irony, 
and exaggeration. Regional satirists in languages like Marathi, Bengali, and Hindi, as well as authors like 
MirzaGhalib and Abdul QadirBadayuni, were notable for using humor to address urgent political issues. 

These works' fusion of politics, trade, and satire also represented a larger intellectual and 
cultural milieu. Political satire in India developed on a solid foundation of Persianate, Sanskrit, and 
regional vernacular traditions, which made these works appealing to a wide range of social classes and 
geographical areas. Satire's versatility across these different literary traditions allowed it to reach a 
wide range of audiences, from the rural masses to the aristocratic courts of Mughal rulers, increasing its 
potential as a tool for political engagement and reflection.In conclusion, satire's use of provocation in 
seventeenth-century Indian political writings was not merely a work of literature or art; rather, it was a 
vital instrument for political critique, resistance, and commentary. These satirical works provided a 
form of intellectual resistance to the colonial forces that were reshaping India, questioned the political 
status quo, and prompted reflection on the shifting economic realities. 
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