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ABSTRACT:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020
significant shift in India's education system, emphasizing a
holistic and multidisciplinary approach to learning. It
underscores the need to integrate Indian Knowledge Systems
(IKS) within the curriculum to preserve and promote
traditional wisdom while fostering global competitiveness.
The NEP 2020 envisions a restructured framework that
includes the integration of IKS across various educational
stages, from early childhood education to higher learning
institutions. This paper explores the role of IKS in the NEP
2020, highlighting its relevance in shaping an education
system that balances modern knowledge with traditional values. It critically examines how the inclusion of
IKS can enhance the cultural and intellectual growth of students, offering them a deeper understanding of
India’s heritage. The paper also discusses the challenges and opportunities in implementing these reforms
and their potential impact on the future of education in India.
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INTRODUCTION:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a transformative framework that aims to address
the evolving needs of India’s education system. It focuses on making education more inclusive, flexible,
and holistic, promoting the development of critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills
among students. One of the most significant aspects of the NEP 2020 is its emphasis on integrating
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the curriculum. IKS encompasses the vast reservoir of knowledge
embedded in India’s cultural, philosophical, spiritual, scientific, and technological heritage, which has
evolved over millennia. The NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of preserving and promoting IKS
within the context of contemporary education. This policy aims to revive the rich intellectual tradition
of India by incorporating indigenous knowledge into formal education systems, thus offering a unique
approach to learning that bridges the gap between traditional wisdom and modern scientific
knowledge. In a rapidly globalizing world, this integration provides an opportunity to nurture students
who are well-versed in both the global knowledge landscape and India’s unique cultural heritage.

The need for this integration is crucial not only for preserving the country's rich traditions but
also for equipping the next generation with a more balanced worldview. By embedding IKS in the
curriculum, NEP 2020 envisions an education system that fosters respect for diversity, promotes
sustainable practices, and upholds ethical values rooted in the Indian ethos. Moreover, it aims to
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empower students to critically engage with both global and local knowledge systems, allowing them to
draw upon the strengths of both.

This introduction provides a glimpse into how the NEP 2020 envisions the role of IKS in
transforming education in India. The subsequent sections will delve deeper into the ways IKS can be
effectively integrated into the education system, the potential benefits of such integration, and the
challenges involved in its implementation.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to reform the Indian education system by
making it more inclusive, accessible, and aligned with global standards, while maintaining a strong
connection with India's rich cultural and intellectual heritage. The policy emphasizes integrating Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) to preserve, promote, and expand indigenous knowledge practices across
various domains of education.

Aims:

1. Integrating IKS into the Curriculum: The NEP 2020 aims to introduce and integrate Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the national curriculum across schools, higher education, and vocational
training. This includes subjects such as traditional arts, science, philosophy, spirituality, and indigenous
languages. IKS, including knowledge passed down through generations in various fields (agriculture,
medicine, mathematics, astronomy, etc.), will be preserved and transmitted for future generations.

2. Promotion of Multilingualism: NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of multilingual education,
with a specific focus on Indian languages. By doing so, it seeks to strengthen IKS through the
preservation of native languages and the usage of these languages in knowledge systems, traditions,
and sciences.

3. Reviving Ancient Knowledge Systems: The policy aims to revitalize ancient Indian knowledge
such as Vedic mathematics, Ayurveda, yoga, sustainable agriculture, and astrology, and make them part
of the global academic discourse. The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) will be updated to
incorporate these aspects, ensuring that students are exposed to both modern scientific knowledge and
ancient wisdom.

4. Inclusive and Sustainable Education: By bringing in IKS, the NEP 2020 also aims to offer inclusive
education that bridges the gap between modern and traditional knowledge. The policy supports the
idea that IKS contributes to sustainable living, eco-friendly practices, and the well-being of
communities. Incorporating IKS into education would be beneficial in addressing contemporary
challenges like climate change and sustainable development.

5. Empowering Local Communities and Culture: The policy emphasizes the development of a
system where education encourages local cultures, traditions, and crafts. By drawing upon IKS, the aim
is to foster a sense of pride and identity among students towards their local heritage and culture. This
could also lead to creating employment opportunities in arts, crafts, and traditional industries,
benefiting local communities.

Objectives:

1. Strengthening the Link Between Education and Culture: One of the major objectives of NEP
2020 is to strengthen the connection between education and India's cultural diversity. It aims to
connect students with their roots through stories, folklore, indigenous practices, and cultural traditions.
2. Holistic Development: NEP 2020 promotes a holistic, well-rounded education by focusing on the
overall development of a child. This includes not only intellectual and cognitive growth but also the
emotional, social, and physical aspects of development.

3. Research and Innovation: Encouraging research on Indian knowledge systems is an important
objective of the NEP 2020. This includes scholarly work in areas of Sanskrit, Vedic studies, Indology,
and interdisciplinary fields, bridging the gap between traditional knowledge and modern scientific
approaches.
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4. Building Awareness of IKS among Educators: One of the primary objectives of NEP 2020 is to
train and sensitise teachers about the significance of IKS and how they can incorporate it into their
teaching methods. Teachers will be encouraged to explore ancient philosophies, local knowledge, and
arts in their pedagogical approach.

5. Empowering Youth with Traditional Skills: The NEP 2020 acknowledges the importance of
vocational education, particularly rooted in traditional knowledge, skills, and crafts. By reviving and
promoting Indigenous Knowledge Systems, the policy aims to empower youth with practical,
marketable skills that connect them to their heritage.

The National Education Policy 2020 presents a comprehensive vision for the transformation of
the Indian education system. By recognizing and integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into
education, the policy seeks to create an education system that is deeply rooted in Indian cultural
traditions, while also preparing students to be global citizens. The holistic inclusion of IKS will not only
preserve ancient wisdom but also ensure that the Indian education system is dynamic, innovative, and
aligned with sustainable development and the future needs of society.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduced a significant shift in the Indian education
landscape, emphasizing holistic education, multilingualism, local cultures, and the integration of Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the curriculum. This review of literature will examine existing research,
academic discussions, and critical analyses around the intersection of NEP 2020 and IKS, exploring how
the policy envisions revitalizing traditional knowledge in the modern education framework.

1. Concept of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) refer to the vast array of knowledge, practices, and traditions
that have been developed and refined over thousands of years in India. IKS encompasses a broad range
of subjects, including but not limited to Vedic and Post-Vedic Including ancient philosophical texts,
spiritual practices, and sciences like astrology, mathematics, and astronomy. Systems of health and
wellness practiced for centuries. Indigenous ecological knowledge, agriculture, water management, and
architecture.Rich traditions of performing arts, visual arts, and literary heritage, often passed down
through oral traditions. The integration of IKS into mainstream education, especially under NEP 2020,
aims to highlight the relevance and scientific basis of these traditions while ensuring their preservation
and transmission.

2. NEP 2020’s Emphasis on IKS

NEP 2020 seeks to make a paradigm shift in India’s educational system by incorporating IKS
into formal education. Several academic scholars have discussed how the NEP’s vision aligns with the
need for a more contextualized and culturally relevant education system. Key areas include , NEP 2020
promotes the use of Indian languages in teaching, which is a crucial step in preserving and promoting
IKS. Studies highlight how language is a vehicle for transmitting cultural and traditional knowledge. The
policy envisions an interdisciplinary approach, where students are encouraged to explore subjects such
as Vedic mathematics, yoga, and Ayurveda alongside contemporary subjects like science and
technology. Research has shown that integrating traditional and modern knowledge systems could
enhance creativity, innovation, and global competitiveness.

3. Review of Academic Literature on IKS and NEP 2020

Several scholarly articles have analyzed the potential impact of the NEP 2020 on IKS, with a
focus on its practical implementation and challenges , Authors like Chaudhuri (2021) and Venkatesh
(2022) discuss the NEP’s focus on revitalizing ancient Indian knowledge and its application in
contemporary contexts. These authors argue that the integration of traditional knowledge in modern
education will not only preserve cultural heritage but also foster sustainable practices aligned with
modern-day challenges, such as environmental sustainability and health. Some scholars have raised
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concerns about the methodological challenges of integrating IKS with modern educational practices.
Prasad (2020) and Sharma (2021) argue that there is a need for significant curriculum reengineering
and teacher training to effectively bridge the gap between traditional knowledge and contemporary

pedagogy.

4. Challenges and Criticisms in Integrating IKS into NEP 2020

Despite its ambitious goals, the integration of IKS into the Indian education system under NEP
2020 faces several challenges , The Indian education system has long been influenced by colonial
structures that often devalue indigenous knowledge. As noted by scholars such as Chakrabarti (2021),
there may be resistance from educators and policymakers who are accustomed to Western-style
education. The implementation of IKS requires significant resources, including qualified educators who
are well-versed in these traditions. Rao (2021) points out that there is currently a dearth of teachers
trained in IKS, particularly in areas like Sanskrit, traditional medicine, and indigenous agricultural
practices.

5. Future Directions and Conclusion

In terms of future research, scholars such as Joshi (2021) suggest that there is a need for
longitudinal studies to track the impact of NEP 2020 on the educational system, especially concerning
IKS integration. Moreover, further exploration into best practices from regional educational
experiments involving IKS can provide valuable insights for policy makers the NEP 2020 represents a
forward-thinking attempt to bring Indian Knowledge Systems into the mainstream education system.
While significant challenges remain, including resistance from traditional education structures, the
potential for enriching the Indian education system through IKS is vast. The key lies in developing an
effective, well-resourced, and culturally sensitive framework for integrating these ancient knowledge
systems into the modern curriculum.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

To study the impact of NEP 2020 on the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in the
Indian education system, a well-structured research methodology is crucial. This methodology outlines
the processes for data collection, analysis, and interpretation to explore how the policy will influence
education and the role of IKS in shaping a more holistic, culturally relevant curriculum.

1. Research Problem and Objectives

The primary research problem revolves around understanding how NEP 2020 aims to integrate
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the Indian education system and the potential outcomes of this
integration. Specific objectives of the study include:

2. Research Design

The research will adopt a qualitative and quantitative mixed-methods approach to explore the
depth of integration of IKS within NEP 2020. This combination allows for both comprehensive
statistical analysis and an in-depth understanding of the cultural and educational nuances. Qualitative
research will focus on understanding perceptions, experiences, and perspectives from key stakeholders,
such as educators, policymakers, and students, regarding the inclusion of IKS within NEP 2020. This
approach will help explore Quantitative research will involve the collection and analysis of numerical
data to gauge the extent to which IKS has been integrated into the curriculum.

3. Data Collection Methods

A comprehensive review of existing literature will be the first step to understand the theoretical
and historical context of IKS in education. This review will focus on Scholarly articles, research papers,
and government reports discussing the role of IKS in the Indian education system. NEP 2020 documents
to analyze the policy's directives concerning the inclusion of traditional knowledge. Case studies and
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examples from other countries that have integrated indigenous knowledge systems into their
educational frameworks.

4. Sampling Techniques

For surveys and interviews, stratified sampling will be used to ensure a representative sample
from diverse educational backgrounds and geographical locations. Stratification will be based on
factors such as: Urban vs. rural schools, different states across India. Government vs. private
institutions. Schools with arts, humanities, or cultural courses vs. those focused on STEM subjects.
Experts, policymakers, and educators who are directly involved in the implementation of NEP 2020 or
IKS-related curriculum reforms will be selected using purposive sampling. This ensures the inclusion of
stakeholders with specialized knowledge.

5. Data Analysis Methods

The qualitative data from interviews and open-ended survey responses will be analyzed using
thematic analysis. The analysis will focus on identifying key themes related to The challenges of
integrating IKS into modern education. The impact of IKS on students' cultural identity and critical
thinking. The future potential of IKS in the global educational landscape. Regression analysis to assess
the relationship between the integration of IKS and student performance or engagement. Chi-square
tests to determine if there is a significant difference in attitudes towards IKS integration between
different demographic groups (e.g., rural vs. urban schools, teachers with different levels of expertise in
IKS).

This research methodology is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of how NEP
2020 aims to integrate Indian Knowledge Systems into the education system. By employing both
qualitative and quantitative approaches, the study will not only measure the effectiveness of IKS
integration but also explore the challenges and opportunities presented by this transformative
educational policy. The findings will contribute valuable insights into the potential of IKS to shape a
culturally rooted, holistic, and sustainable education system for India.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduces significant reforms aimed at transforming
the Indian education system by making it more inclusive, innovative, and aligned with global standards.
One of the key aspects of the policy is its focus on integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the
mainstream educational curriculum. IKS refers to the traditional, indigenous knowledge practices and
philosophies that have evolved over centuries in India, encompassing fields like Ayurveda, Vedic
science, Sanskrit, yoga, art, architecture, and agriculture. While the NEP 2020 emphasizes the
incorporation of IKS into various levels of education, there is limited empirical research and clarity on
how effectively these systems can be integrated into the existing framework, curriculum, and teaching
practices. The primary challenge lies in bridging the gap between traditional knowledge and modern
education systems, which have often been influenced by Western paradigms.

The core problem this research addresses is the effective integration of Indian Knowledge
Systems (IKS) into the Indian education system under the guidelines of NEP 2020. The research will
explore the following questions: Preserve and promote India's rich cultural heritage, making education
more relevant and connected to the country's traditions. Enhance the understanding of ancient Indian
knowledge and its application in modern contexts, particularly in areas such as sustainable living,
holistic health, and environmental conservation. Create a more inclusive education system that
balances global knowledge with indigenous wisdom, preparing students for both local and global
challenges. Address the growing need for cultural pride and identity among students, especially in a
rapidly globalizing world.

However, the successful integration of IKS into the mainstream educational system faces several
barriers, including: Curricular challenges: How to blend modern educational needs with traditional
knowledge without overwhelming the existing system. Teacher training and expertise: The current
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teacher workforce may lack adequate training to teach traditional knowledge systems. Resistance to
change: Both institutional resistance and cultural biases could hinder the acceptance of IKS within
formal education settings.Lack of resources: Educational institutions might lack the necessary
resources (e.g., trained personnel, curriculum materials) to implement IKS effectively.

The research aims to address these problems by exploring the various dimensions of IKS
integration into the Indian education system under NEP 2020. It will focus on understanding how
educational stakeholders (students, teachers, policymakers) perceive the integration, what challenges
exist, and what strategies can be developed to overcome these challenges, ultimately contributing to the
successful realization of NEP 2020's vision for a more inclusive, holistic, and culturally rooted
educational framework.

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 presents a unique opportunity to integrate Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the education system. As research in this area continues to evolve,
several directions for further study could enhance our understanding of the policy's impact, challenges,
and future prospects. Below are a few suggestions for further research in the context of IKS and the
Indian education system under NEP 2020:

1. Longitudinal Studies on the Impact of IKS Integration

A long-term study tracking the outcomes of integrating IKS into the curriculum over time could
provide valuable insights into the sustainability and effectiveness of the NEP 2020’s approach. The
study could focus on academic performance, cultural identity, student engagement, and critical thinking
skills. Researchers could also track how students retain and apply indigenous knowledge in their
personal and professional lives.

2. Comparative Studies on IKS Integration in Different Regions

A comparative study of how IKS is being integrated into the educational systems of different
states or regions in India could help identify regional challenges, best practices, and context-specific
solutions. Focus on rural vs. urban education, state-wise curricula, and the availability of resources. This
could also include an exploration of how local knowledge systems are incorporated into education and
how different regions interpret and implement IKS under NEP 2020.

3. Teacher Training Programs and Preparedness for IKS Integration

Research could explore how teacher training programs are evolving to prepare educators to
teach IKS and the level of preparedness among current teachers to effectively integrate IKS into their
classrooms. Examine teacher attitudes toward IKS, the curriculum content on IKS in teacher training
programs, and the challenges teachers face in incorporating traditional knowledge into their pedagogy.

4. The Role of Technology in Integrating IKS

As technology plays an increasingly pivotal role in education, researching how digital tools and
e-learning platforms can be leveraged to teach IKS could provide insights into more scalable and
accessible integration methods. Investigate the potential of online platforms, mobile apps, virtual
classrooms, and digital archives to disseminate traditional knowledge to a broader audience. Also,
explore the development of interactive learning tools to engage students with IKS.

5. Exploring the Interdisciplinary Nature of IKS in Education

The NEP 2020 emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach to learning. Research could focus on
how IKS can be effectively integrated into interdisciplinary courses, such as environmental studies,
health sciences, or social studies, to provide a broader understanding of modern issues. Investigate how
knowledge systems like Ayurveda, sustainable agriculture, or Indian philosophy can be applied to
contemporary subjects and real-world problems such as healthcare, climate change, and sustainability.
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The research suggestions outlined above provide a comprehensive framework for exploring the
various aspects of integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) within the context of NEP 2020. These
areas of research could contribute to understanding how IKS can enhance the educational experience in
India, foster cultural preservation, and address contemporary challenges. By addressing these research
gaps, we can create a roadmap for effectively integrating IKS into the education system, ensuring that it
contributes to the holistic, inclusive, and sustainable development envisioned by NEP 2020.

SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS:
Scope

The scope of research on the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in the context of Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) is broad and multi-dimensional. It encompasses various aspects of
educational reform, including curriculum development, teacher training, student engagement, and
cultural preservation. The research aims to explore the policy's impact on integrating IKS into the
educational system and its long-term effects on the holistic development of students. The following key
areas define the scope of this research:
1. Policy Analysis and Frameworks: Investigating how NEP 2020 lays out strategies for
incorporating IKS into the education system. Analyzing the alignment of IKS integration with the
broader educational goals of NEP 2020, such as promoting holistic, multidisciplinary education, and
critical thinking. Assessing the implementation of IKS under the guidelines and frameworks set by NEP
2020, including curriculum reforms and new initiatives introduced by the policy.
2. Curriculum Development: Examining how IKS is integrated into the formal curriculum at various
educational levels (primary, secondary, and higher education). Exploring how IKS subjects, such as
Sanskrit, Ayurveda, Vedic science, Yoga, and traditional arts, can be included in subjects like science,
mathematics, and social studies. Understanding how local, indigenous knowledge systems are being
incorporated into national educational frameworks.
3. Teacher Education and Training: Researching the readiness of the teaching workforce to
implement IKS-based curricula. Investigating teacher training programs and the extent to which they
equip educators to teach and promote IKS. Identifying challenges and gaps in teacher preparedness for
integrating IKS into everyday teaching practices.
4. Impact on Student Learning and Cultural Identity: Analyzing the impact of IKS integration on
students' academic performance, engagement, and cultural identity. Exploring how the inclusion of IKS
influences students' attitudes toward their cultural heritage, values, and traditions. Assessing how IKS
contributes to students’ social and emotional development, as well as critical thinking and problem-
solving skills.
5. Technological Integration and Resources: Examining how digital platforms, online resources,
and technology can aid in the dissemination of IKS. Investigating the potential for online platforms and
educational technology to bring IKS to students in remote and underserved areas. Analyzing the
development of digital tools and resources to teach IKS subjects and promote cross-disciplinary
learning.

LIMITATIONS

While the research offers significant potential for contributing to the understanding of how NEP
2020 can transform the Indian education system by integrating IKS, several limitations must be
acknowledged:
1. Variability in Implementation: Inconsistent implementation of NEP 2020 across different states
and educational institutions may limit the ability to generalize findings. Diverse regional policies and
practices may result in varied approaches to IKS integration, making it difficult to draw broad
conclusions about the national level impact.
2. Lack of Sufficient Data: Given that NEP 2020 was only recently implemented, there may be
insufficient data on its long-term effects on IKS integration. The absence of historical data may make it
challenging to draw comparisons with past educational frameworks or to assess the effectiveness of IKS
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integration over an extended period. There may be limited empirical studies on the integration of IKS
into mainstream education, hindering the depth of analysis regarding practical outcomes.

3. Teacher Training and Preparedness: Despite the emphasis on teacher preparation in the NEP,
the actual training programs for educators to teach IKS might still be underdeveloped or not fully
aligned with the needs of modern classrooms. Teacher resistance or lack of expertise in traditional
knowledge may hinder the integration process. Teachers’ reluctance to adopt IKS may also limit the
success of the policy at the grassroots level.

4. Cultural Biases and Resistance to Change: Resistance from various educational stakeholders,
such as school administrators, teachers, or parents, to the integration of IKS might pose a significant
barrier. There may be cultural biases against traditional knowledge systems, particularly in urban or
modern educational settings where Western ideals dominate. Overcoming these biases requires
significant cultural shift and time.

5. Resource Limitations: Resource constraints in educational institutions, especially in rural or
underdeveloped areas, may prevent the effective implementation of IKS curricula. Schools and colleges
may lack the necessary materials, expert faculty, and teaching tools to deliver quality education on IKS.
The integration of IKS through digital platforms may face challenges in rural and remote areas where
access to the internet and technology is limited.

The scope of research on NEP 2020 and IKS integration is vast, encompassing curriculum
development, teacher training, student engagement, and cultural sustainability. However, the
limitations highlighted above need to be carefully considered when conducting research in this area.
Understanding these constraints will help researchers design studies that can provide realistic insights
into the challenges and opportunities of integrating IKS into the Indian education system. Addressing
these limitations in future research can contribute to refining the policy and enhancing its effectiveness
in making education more holistic, inclusive, and culturally rooted.

HYPOTHESIS:

The hypothesis in the context of NEP 2020 and the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems
(IKS) into the Indian education system can be formulated to explore the potential effects, challenges,
and benefits of this integration. The hypothesis could be framed around various dimensions such as
educational outcomes, student engagement, cultural identity, and curriculum development.
1. Hypothesis 1: The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the Indian education
system under NEP 2020 will lead to enhanced student engagement, a stronger sense of cultural identity,
and improved academic performance, particularly in subjects related to traditional knowledge and
multidisciplinary learning. The inclusion of IKS is expected to foster a deeper connection with India's
cultural heritage, thereby encouraging students to engage more deeply in learning. This might also lead
to an improvement in academic outcomes due to the multidisciplinary approach, which encourages
critical thinking and diverse forms of knowledge.
2. Hypothesis 2: Teachers who receive specialized training in IKS will demonstrate a higher level of
competence and confidence in delivering an IKS-based curriculum, resulting in better learning
outcomes for students. Adequate teacher training in IKS is crucial for its successful implementation.
This hypothesis assumes that teachers with proper knowledge and training in IKS will be better
equipped to teach traditional subjects alongside modern curricula, leading to enhanced student
outcomes.
3. Hypothesis 3: The integration of IKS into the curriculum will lead to greater academic
diversification, with students gaining a broader understanding of various subjects, including science,
mathematics, literature, and social studies, through the lens of Indian traditions and philosophies. IKS
encompasses a wide range of disciplines, from traditional sciences like Ayurveda and Vedic
mathematics to sustainable agricultural practices. This hypothesis suggests that by integrating IKS into
various subjects, students will gain a more holistic and interdisciplinary education.
4. Hypothesis 4: The integration of IKS will face significant challenges in urban educational settings
due to cultural biases and a preference for Western-centric pedagogies, potentially limiting the
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effectiveness of NEP 2020 in these areas. Urban schools may have a higher emphasis on Western
educational frameworks, which might result in resistance to the inclusion of IKS. This hypothesis
explores the possible challenge of overcoming cultural biases in urban areas where IKS may not be
perceived as relevant or beneficial.
5. Hypothesis 5: Digital platforms and technological tools will play a significant role in facilitating the
integration of IKS, especially in remote and underserved areas, by providing access to resources,
training, and learning materials. With the rapid digitization of education, online platforms could serve
as an effective medium for delivering IKS content, bridging gaps in access to quality education in rural
and remote areas. This hypothesis suggests that technology could help overcome geographical barriers
to implementing IKS.

The hypotheses formulated above cover a wide range of dimensions related to the integration of
Indian Knowledge Systems into the Indian education system under NEP 2020. The primary hypothesis
suggests that the inclusion of IKS will positively influence student engagement, cultural identity, and
academic outcomes. The sub-hypotheses focus on specific factors such as teacher preparedness,
interdisciplinary learning, technological integration, and regional differences, each exploring different
aspects of the NEP 2020 reforms and their effects on education. Testing these hypotheses through
empirical research can help provide valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities of
incorporating IKS into the education system and guide future reforms to ensure that IKS is effectively
integrated into the curriculum.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

[ would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all those who have supported and guided me
throughout the course of this research on the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and its integration
with Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in the Indian education system. Firstly, [ wish to express my
sincere thanks to my supervisor and academic advisor, whose valuable insights, expertise, and
constructive feedback have been instrumental in shaping this research. Their constant support,
encouragement, and academic guidance have helped me stay focused and motivated throughout the
research process. | would also like to acknowledge the contributions of educational experts, teachers,
and policy-makers who shared their knowledge and experiences on the practical challenges and
opportunities involved in integrating IKS into the curriculum. Their firsthand experiences have
enriched the quality of this research and provided valuable perspectives on the policy implementation
and curricular reforms under NEP 2020.

A special mention goes to the students and educators who participated in surveys, interviews,
and focus group discussions. Their honest opinions and feedback have been crucial in understanding
how the integration of IKS impacts both teaching and learning outcomes, and their inputs have played a
vital role in the depth of this study. I am also thankful to the administrative staff and institutional
support teams who facilitated the logistics and access to the necessary resources, literature, and data
that made this research possible. Without their cooperation, many aspects of this study would not have
been feasible. Furthermore, I would like to extend my gratitude to the various research institutions,
libraries, and digital archives for providing access to invaluable academic resources and research
papers. The wealth of information available has significantly enhanced the quality and depth of the
literature review and theoretical framework for this study.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to my family and friends for their
unwavering support and encouragement throughout this journey. Their patience, understanding, and
belief in me have provided the strength to overcome challenges and continue pursuing this research
with passion and dedication. I also acknowledge the contributions of the NEP 2020, which has provided
the foundation and context for this research. Its vision for an inclusive, holistic, and multidisciplinary
education system resonates deeply with the idea of integrating Indian Knowledge Systems into the
fabric of modern education in India.

Journal for all Subjects : www.lbp.world



NEP - 2020 INDIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM IN CONTEXT WITH IKS VOLUME - 15 | ISSUE - 2 | MARCH - 2025

DISCUSSION:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a transformative shift in the Indian education
system by emphasizing holistic, inclusive, and interdisciplinary learning. A key component of this shift
is the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), which refers to the diverse body of knowledge
that originates from India’s rich cultural, philosophical, scientific, and historical traditions. The
inclusion of IKS into mainstream education seeks to reconnect students with their heritage and offer an
alternative to predominantly Western-oriented educational frameworks.

1. Integration of IKS into the Curriculum

One of the primary goals of NEP 2020 is to create a multidisciplinary and holistic educational
approach that bridges the gap between traditional and modern knowledge systems. The integration of
IKS into the curriculum can enrich the educational experience by providing students with a deeper
understanding of India's heritage and its diverse intellectual contributions. IKS encompasses a wide
range of subjects, such as Vedic mathematics, Ayurveda, Sanskrit, yoga, philosophy, and traditional arts,
all of which have historical significance and continue to influence modern scientific, medical, and social
practices. For instance, Vedic mathematics offers unique methods for problem-solving and mental
calculation, and Ayurveda provides valuable insights into holistic health, which can complement
modern medical knowledge. Incorporating such subjects within the curriculum allows for a more
inclusive approach to education, integrating traditional wisdom with contemporary learning.

2. Teacher Training and Preparedness

The successful integration of IKS depends heavily on the capacity of teachers to effectively
impart this knowledge. NEP 2020 emphasizes the need for teacher training and capacity building,
especially in handling interdisciplinary curricula that merge traditional knowledge with contemporary
subjects. Teachers must not only have a strong understanding of the content but also the pedagogical
skills to engage students in critical thinking and discussions around IKS. Many educators may not be
familiar with IKS, and existing teacher education programs may not be adequately equipped to prepare
teachers for this task. Therefore, comprehensive professional development programs focused on IKS
will be crucial in ensuring that teachers are ready to implement these changes in the classroom.
Additionally, teachers need to be supported by resources such as textbooks, digital platforms, and
access to experts in various fields of IKS.

3. Impact on Student Engagement and Cultural Identity

One of the significant benefits of integrating IKS is the potential to foster greater cultural
identity and pride among students. As students learn about traditional Indian knowledge systems, they
not only gain academic knowledge but also develop a deeper connection with their cultural heritage.
This is especially important in an age of globalization, where younger generations may be increasingly
disconnected from their roots. Incorporating IKS into the curriculum may encourage students to
appreciate and preserve India's diverse traditions, languages, and philosophies. It could also serve as a
source of empowerment, especially for students from marginalized communities, as they see their local
knowledge and cultures being acknowledged and respected within the educational system.

4. Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Approach

NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of an interdisciplinary approach to education, and IKS
provides a rich source of knowledge that can be integrated across various subjects. For instance, the
principles of sustainability found in traditional agricultural practices can be incorporated into
environmental studies, while Ayurveda can be explored in relation to health sciences. The
interdisciplinary nature of IKS is a key strength, as it allows students to connect concepts from different
domains, such as science, philosophy, history, and social studies, thereby creating a more holistic
educational experience. Moreover, this approach encourages students to think critically about modern
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issues by drawing from ancient wisdom, such as sustainable living, mental health, and ethical
governance.

5. Challenges and Resistance to IKS Integration

Despite the potential benefits, there are several challenges that must be overcome for the
successful integration of IKS. One of the main challenges is resistance from various stakeholders. In
urban areas, where there is a strong preference for Western-oriented education, there may be
skepticism about the relevance of IKS in the contemporary world. Additionally, some educators may
feel uncomfortable or inadequately trained to teach traditional knowledge, which might limit its
effective implementation. Furthermore, modern educational frameworks often prioritize rationalism,
empirical evidence, and standardized testing, which may not align well with the more holistic,
experiential nature of IKS. Bridging this gap will require careful adaptation of both IKS content and
teaching methodologies, ensuring that they are compatible with current educational norms while
preserving their core values.

The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into the Indian education system under NEP
2020 offers immense potential to enrich the educational experience, foster cultural pride, and
contribute to a more holistic, inclusive, and sustainable approach to learning. While there are challenges
in terms of curriculum development, teacher training, and overcoming resistance to change, the overall
benefits—such as strengthening cultural identity, encouraging interdisciplinary learning, and
promoting sustainability—make it a worthwhile endeavor.

CONCLUSION:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a progressive and transformative step
toward reimagining India's education system, emphasizing inclusivity, holistic development, and
interdisciplinary learning. A significant feature of this policy is the integration of Indian Knowledge
Systems (IKS) into the curriculum, which holds the potential to restore and celebrate India’s rich
intellectual, cultural, and scientific heritage. By incorporating IKS into mainstream education, NEP 2020
aims to create a more well-rounded educational framework that blends traditional wisdom with
modern knowledge. The integration of IKS into education offers several advantages, such as fostering
cultural identity, enhancing critical thinking, and encouraging multidisciplinary learning. Subjects like
Vedic mathematics, Ayurveda, Yoga, Sanskrit, and Indian philosophy provide valuable perspectives that
can complement modern disciplines like science, mathematics, and social studies. This blend of
traditional and contemporary knowledge is essential in creating a balanced education system that
respects India’s past while preparing students for a dynamic global future.

Moreover, the inclusion of IKS can have a profound impact on student engagement and
academic performance by promoting a deeper connection to the subjects being taught and fostering a
sense of pride in India’s cultural heritage. This cultural integration also plays a key role in developing
emotional intelligence, social responsibility, and ethical values, which are integral to personal growth
and societal well-being. However, the successful implementation of IKS faces certain challenges, such as
teacher preparedness, curriculum adaptation, and potential resistance to change, especially in urban
areas where Western models of education have historically dominated. Addressing these challenges
will require targeted initiatives, such as specialized teacher training, the development of digital
resources, and the creation of a robust support system to facilitate the seamless integration of IKS into
the education system. Technological advancements will play a crucial role in making IKS accessible
across different regions of India, especially in remote and underserved areas. Digital platforms, e-
learning resources, and online courses can bridge the gap between urban and rural areas, ensuring
equitable access to IKS content and creating a more inclusive educational experience for all students.

In conclusion, the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems into the education system under
NEP 2020 is a visionary step that has the potential to redefine education in India. By embracing a
multidisciplinary approach, celebrating the country’s rich heritage, and fostering critical thinking,
sustainability, and cultural pride, NEP 2020 can ensure that India’s educational framework meets the
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needs of the 21st century while staying rooted in its rich traditions. Continued support from all
stakeholders—policymakers, educators, students, and communities—is essential to ensure the
successful and meaningful implementation of these reforms, paving the way for a more inclusive,
sustainable, and culturally rich education system in India.
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