
ORIGINAL ARTICLE

ISSN No : 2230-7850

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal 

Indian Streams 

Research Journal

Executive Editor
Ashok Yakkaldevi

Editor-in-Chief
H.N.Jagtap

Vol 5 Issue 3 April 2015



Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences, 
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political 
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, Iasi

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature 
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of 
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

                                                  ......More

Flávio de São Pedro Filho
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri 
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian 
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade
ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur 
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education, 
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji 
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance 
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College, 
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

Iresh Swami
Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar
S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University, 
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science 
YCMOU,Nashik

 S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University, 
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava
Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University,TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University

 Editorial Board

International Advisory Board

Welcome to ISRJ
ISSN No.2230-7850

          Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English, 
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed 
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes 
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595                                                                                             

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi  258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.org



Indian Streams Research Journal     ISSN 2230-7850 Impact Factor : 3.1560(UIF)

Volume-5 | Issue-3 | April-2015 Available online at www.isrj.org

ABSTRACT:

KEYWORDS

The National Eligibility Test (NET) is 
conducted by University Grants 
Commission to determine eligibility 
for Assistant Professor and for the 
award of Junior Research Fellowship 
(JRF) in order to ensure minimum 
standards and quality in teaching 
and research. The academicians 
have a different kind of opinion 
about the national eligibility test. 
The present study has been 
designed to explorethe opinion of 
research scholars towards National 
Eligibility Test with reference to 
certain variables. For the study, 84 
research scholarshave been 
selected by adopting the purposive 
s a m p l i n g  t e c h n i q u e .  A n  
opinionnaire has been prepared and 
validatedto collect data. The data 

collected has been analyzed by adopting the statistical measures such as descriptive analysis and t’ - 
test. The results indicatethat the research scholars have above average level opinion towards UGC - 
National Eligibility Test and female research scholars have a better opinion regarding UGC - National 
Eligibility Test with compared to their male counterparts.

Opinion, teaching, research, and quality.
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The National Eligibility Test (NET) is conducted by University Grants Commission twice a year to 

determine eligibility for Assistant Professor and for the award of Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) for the 

postgraduates in order to ensure minimum standards and quality in teaching and research. The 

candidates with a postgraduate degree in any subject (Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences) can eligible 

to appear for the National Eligibility Test. The test is conducted in over 80 different disciplines(UGC, 

2014)1. The test consists of three objective type papers. The first paper intended to test the candidates 

teaching/research aptitude and second and third paper assesses in-depth knowledge, comprehension 

and application of the candidates in their specialized subject. The third paper of the test was descriptive 

in nature up to December 2011. The pattern of the test has been changed from the June 2012 session.

The academicians have a different kind of opinion about the national eligibility test. Some opined 

that NET ensures the minimum standards and quality in teaching and research. “A teacher should be an 

all-rounder. For the 25 vacant lecturer posts, we received about 700 applications. Only NET qualifiers 

with good communication skills were selected,” reveals ValsonThampu, Principal, St. Stephen’s College, 

Delhi (Pavithram, 2014)2. But some others wanted the NET to be discontinued since it has not been 

effective in raising the standard of the teaching profession. "There is no guarantee that a candidate with 

NET qualification will have a good aptitude for teaching. There have been several instances of candidates 

without a pass in NET performing better than those with the qualification," said M. Sheik Mohamed, the 

Principal of Jamal Mohamed College, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu (Krishnamurthy, 2006)3. The main 

objective of the study is to find out the level of the attitude of research scholars (M. Phil and Ph.D 

Scholars) towards National Eligibility Test. The research scholars are very much aware of the National 

Eligibility Test as they have already completed their post-graduation. The research scholars are going to 

work in universities/ colleges as Assistant Professor or as Scientist in research institutes in the future 

after qualifying National Eligibility Test in their subject concerned. Hence, it is very important to know the 

mindset of young scholars about the present system and structure of National Eligibility Test. Their 

viewpoints will be useful for the policy makers and stakeholders of higher education to review the test.

To find out the level of opinion among the research scholars towards UGC-National Eligibility Test.

To find out whether there is any significant differences exist in the opinion of research scholars 

towards UGC-National Eligibility Test with respect to following demographic variables such as 

gender, level of research programme, mode of research, a number of attempts made for NET, and 

NET qualification status of research scholars.

The level of the opinion of the research scholars towards UGC-National Eligibility Test is high. 

There is no significant difference in the opinion of research scholars towards UGC-National 

Eligibility Test with respect to following demographic variables such as gender, level of research 

programme, mode of research, a number of attempts made for NET, and NET qualification status of 

OPINION OF RESEARCH SCHOLARS TOWARDS NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY TEST



3

research scholars.

As the study deals with the opinion of research scholars towards UGC - National Eligibility Test, 

the investigator has adopted the survey method. The main variable of the study is “Opinion towards UGC 

- National Eligibility Test”. The demographic variables are gender, level of the research programme, 

mode of research, a number of attempts made for NET, and NET qualification status of research scholars.

The sample of 84 research scholars (M. Phil and Ph.D scholars) has been selected from the 

departments of Periyar University, Salem, TamilNadu by adoptingthe purposive sampling technique.

“Opinionnaire on UGC - National Eligibility Test”, a five-point rating scale (Strongly Agree to 

Strongly Disagree) with 32 items has been developedto find out the opinion of research scholars towards 

UGC - National Eligibility Test. The minimum score on the scale is 32 and the maximum score is 

160.Content validity of the tool was estimated by evaluating the relevance of the items by the experts. 

The reliability of the test was found to be 0.80 by the split - half method.

For the study, the investigator applied the statistical techniques such as Descriptive analysis 

(Mean and Standard Deviation) and inferential analysis (‘t’-test) to analyze the opinion of research 

scholars towards UGC - National Eligibility Test.

Hypothesis – 1: The level of opinion of the research scholars towards UGC - National Eligibility 

Test is high.

RESEARCH DESIGN

Method

Sample

Data Collection Instrument

Statistical Techniques Used

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

OPINION OF RESEARCH SCHOLARS TOWARDS NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY TEST
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Table - 1: Mean Scores of Opinion of Research Scholars towards UGC – NET

Hypothesis – 2: 

From the table - 1, it is noted that the total mean score of the opinion of the research scholars 

towards UGC - National Eligibility Test is 105.59. The maximum score is 160. So the level of the opinion of 

the research scholars towards UGC - National Eligibility Test is found to be above average.

There is no significant difference in the opinion of research scholars towards UGC-

National Eligibility Test with respect to following demographic variablessuch as gender, level of research 

programme, mode of research, a number of attempts made for NET, and NET qualification status of 

research scholars.

S.No Variables N Mean SD 

1 
 

Gender 

Male 54 103.68 10.27 

Female 30 107.6 7.45 

2 
Level of Research 

Programme 

M.Phil 31 105.64 7.56 

Ph.D 53 104.75 10.53 

3 Mode of Research 
Full Time 55 104.36 9.24 

Part Time 29 106.44 10.00 

4 
Number of Attempts 

made for NET 

One Attempt 38 108.86 7.45 

More than One 
Attempt 

46 101.95 9.94 

5 
NET Qualification 

Status 

Qualified 15 108.33 6.83 

Not Qualified 69 104.37 9.89 

Average 105.59 8.91 
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Table - 2: Significance of Difference in the opinion of research scholars towards National 

Eligibility Test with respect to certain variables

Gender: 

The Level of Research Programme:

Mode of Research:

Number of Attempts: 

* Significant at 0.05 level for two – tailed test

It is inferred that the calculated ‘t’ value (2.00) is greater than the tabulated ‘t’ value (1.98) at the 

0.05 level of significance. So the null hypothesis framed is not accepted. Consequently, it is concluded 

that there is a significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test between male 

and female research scholars. Female research scholars are better in the opinion regarding UGC – 

National Eligibility Test to compare to their male counterparts.

 It is noted that the calculated ‘t’ value (0.44) is lesser than the 

tabulated ‘t’ value (1.98) at the 0.05 level of significance. So the null hypothesis framed is accepted. 

Consequently, it is concluded that there is no significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – 

National Eligibility Test between M. Phil and Ph.D., research scholars. However, on the basis of the 

difference in mean score, M. Phil research scholars have a better opinion with compare to their Ph.D., 

counterparts.

 It is noted that the calculated ‘t’ value (0.93) is lesser than the tabulated ‘t’ value 

(1.98) at 0.05 level of significance. So the null hypothesis framed is accepted. Consequently, it is 

concluded that there is no significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test 

between the research scholars pursuing their research through full time and part time mode. But on the 

basis of the mean score, part-time research scholars have a better opinion rather than full-time research 

scholars.

 It can be seen from the table that the mean score of research scholars those made 

one attempt at National Eligibility Test (108.86) is greater than the mean score of their counterparts, i.e., 

 

Variables  Sub-Variables  N   Mean   S.D t – value      p - value    Result 

Gender 
Male 54 103.68 10.27 

2.00 0.048 < 0.05 Significant 

Female 30 107.6 7.45 

Level of Research   
Programme 

 
M.Phil 

31 105.64 7.56 
0.44 0.654 > 0.05 

Not 
Significant 

Ph.D 53 104.75 10.53 

 

   Mode of Research 

 

 
Full Time 

55 104.36 9.24 

0.93 0.355 > 0.05 
Not 

Significant 
Part Time 29 106.44 10.00 

 

Number of Attempts 

One Attempt 38 108.86 7.45 

3.63 0.0004 < 0.05 Significant 

More than One 
Attempt 

46 101.95 9.94 

 

NET Qualification   
Status 

 

Qualified 15 108.33 6.83 

1.85 0.073 > 0.05 
Not 

Significant 

Not Qualified 69 104.37 9.89 

OPINION OF RESEARCH SCHOLARS TOWARDS NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY TEST
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research scholars those made more than one attempt at National Eligibility Test (101.95). Also the 

calculated ‘t’ value (3.63) is greater than the table value (1.98) and significant at 0.05 level of probability. 

It reveals the fact that the research scholars those made one attempt at National Eligibility Test have a 

better opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test rather than those made more than one attempt. 

Hence, the null hypothesis framed is not accepted.

The mean score of NET qualified research scholars and not - NET qualified 

research scholars are 108.33 and 104.37 respectively. The opinion of NET qualified research scholars 

towards UGC – National Eligibility Test is found to be higher than that of non-NET qualified research 

scholars. But the calculated ‘t’ value (1.85) is lesser than the table value (1.98), and not significant at 0.05 

level of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis framed is accepted.

The descriptive analysis shows that the research scholars have above average level opinion 

towards UGC – National Eligibility Test.

There is a significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test between male 

and female research scholars. Female research scholars are better in the opinion regarding UGC – 

National Eligibility Test to compare to their male counterparts. 

 There is no significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test between 

M.Phil and Ph.D research scholars. However, M.Phil research scholars are better in the opinion 

regarding UGC – National Eligibility Test with compare to their Ph.D., counterparts.

There is no significant difference in the opinion towards UGC – National Eligibility Test between the 

research scholars pursuing their research through full time and part time mode. But on the basis of 

the mean score, part-time research scholars are better in the opinion regarding UGC – National 

Eligibility Test rather than full-time research scholars.

There is a significant difference exists in the opinion of research scholars towards UGC – National 

Eligibility Test with respect to the number of attempts made in National Eligibility Test. The research 

scholars those made one attempt at National Eligibility Test have a better opinion towards UGC – 

National Eligibility Test rather than those made more than one attempt.

There is no significant difference in the opinion of research scholars towards UGC – National 

Eligibility Test with respect to their NET qualification status. However, the mean score reveals the 

fact that the opinion of NET qualified research scholars towards UGC – National Eligibility Test is 

found to be better than that of non-NET qualified research scholars.

The study has been useful to reveal the actual mindset and views of research scholars regarding 

UGC – National Eligibility Test.The study has implications for colleges and universities to organize 

sensitization programmes to develop a better opinion about National Eligibility Test among the 

postgraduate students and research scholars.

NET Qualification Status: 

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

ª

ª

ª

ª

ª

CONCLUSION

OPINION OF RESEARCH SCHOLARS TOWARDS NATIONAL ELIGIBILITY TEST
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