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ABSTRACT:

KEYWORDS: 

INTRODUCTION:

he concept of destiny carries a considerable 
significance in the life of man. To such a context the TSanskrit Literature displays Karma as a doctrine 

connecting itself chiefly to the moral actions of man and 
their outcome formulating the concept of destiny (Daiva) 
which is currently read by means of the Jataka branch of 
Jyotishastra. 

Jyotishastra , Concept of Karman , Sanskrit 
Literature ,project Brahman .

The above connection is evidently an offshoot in and later 
to the Upanishads. The present study thereby attempts to 
explore the development of Jyotisa and Karma in the 
Upanishads so as to decipher the concept of destiny as also 
the  roots of the co-relation.

Development of Jyotisa in the Upanishads: Naksatras:

Apara vidya: 

Visible light forms as symbols and phenomenal forms:

Naksatravidya as a branch of study is already established in the period of the Upanishads. The 
classification of Naksatra as punya (auspicious) and papa (inauspicious), as also male and female exists in the 

1Upanishads.   

2The identity of Jyotisa as one amongst the apara vidyas is an important development of this period.  

Brahman as all pervasive and being veiled by reality (empirical) is made apprehensible  through various 
3symbols. Brahman is addressed as the sun of the universe.  The fire element is also one of the innumerous 

aspects through which Brahman is made understandable
Apart from being merely symbolic the conception extends to project Brahman in a phenomenal form 
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expressed as the one under whose control the luminaries as well as the Time divisions as seasons and years stood 
4apart.  

A probe on dreams in the Upanishads make dream state a state of the Atman (Brhadaranyaka Upanishad 
IV. 3.4; 5.13). The Aitareya Upanishad I. 3.12. considers the  waking state as a dream. 

Kala continues in the Upanishads as ‘time in general’ and also as ‘proper time’ for performance of 
auspicious actions as in Samhitas and Brahmanas.

Kala as ‘appointed time’ in relation with death of a person occurs in the Upanishads. Prior to the 
Upanishads, kala comes in connection either with a deity or with a rite, whereas in the Upanishads it is associated 
with human being equated with finish or end (Chandogya Upanishad II. 13.1.)

The earlier concept of karma as Rta prevalent in the Rgveda continue in the Upanishads. Karma in the 
sense of Rta is referred to in the Kathopanisad 1.3.1. and Maitri Upanishad 2.6.6.

Sacrifices existed in the Upanishads. The reward of sacrificial performance was securing a place in the 
world of the fathers (Brhadaranyaka Upanishad I. 5.16.). 

Yet apart from sacrifices being valued in this phase a confined utility of sacrifices as leading to rotation in 
5

the cycle of rebirths is expressed. With such an allocation, sacrifices are only a bridge to Brahman.

The chief nature of karma in Upanishads is moral. They transform ritual karma ito ethically retributive 
karma. 

Karma as a retributive force became the cause of happiness and suffering.  Earlier this idea is expressed 
in the Taittiriya Brahmaõa III. 11.1 showing the fate of actions while Svetasvatara Upanishad V. 7 extends the 
importance of conduct explaining the consequence of actions acquired by the doer in accordance with their 
nature.

The retributive force of karman connect transmigration to the theory. With puõya and papa appearing in 
a clearly ethical sense in the Upanisads and rebirth as a consequence of willful acts performed in some remote 
past manifesting in the form of sufferings and happiness thereby reflecting an inequality in present birth 
amongst human forms constitute the angle of destiny (Daiva) in the Upanishads. 

Apart from actions resulting form desire and will of man, the inclination of Upanisadic thought to project 
karma as Vidya (knowledge) is generally prevalent. Also the nature of Brahman Atman in the sense of non-action 
as being contradictory to action, karma as knowledge is made a means to understand the ultimate principle. In 

6 this sense Brhadaranyaka Upanishad distinguish karma as ritual actions and vidya as well.

Atman understood as the only reality, the Upanishads convey that by understanding Atman through 
7 hearing, reflecting and meditating upon all is known.

Brahman, as a cosmic principle regulating the entire activity of the material world and Atman as the 
psychical principle embodied in a being is also an expression. In this sense, the sun is expressed as the eye of the 

Dreams:

Kala in Upanisads:  

Development of Karma in the Upanishads 
Rta and Sacrifices:

Moral aspect of karman:

Karma as destiny (Daiva):

Karma as Vidya:

Co-relation of Jyotisa and Karma in the Upanisads
As expressions of Brahman or Supreme Atman:
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8
all pervading entity,  its apprehension through symbols expressing the cosmic form whereas the dream state as 
one of the states of the Atman is the expression of the psychical form.

Worship in such a form produced results as deliverance from sin. Kausitaki Upanishad (2.7) mentions the 
worship of sun at its rising, mid-day and setting positions to such an effect. Certain rituals connected with 
nakshatras and favourable days also occur (Brhadaranyaka Upanishad VI. 3.1)

The concept of auspicious times for religious rites to be performed for fulfillment of desires continue in 
the Upanishads. Kala is a representation of Brahman in the Upanishads thereby is on object of worship. Sinivali is 

9
believed to implant embryo and is reverred.

Time is an expression of Brahman and is said to operate in the world of names, forms and activity thereby 
‘Time’ serves as an agency from which the beings flow, grow and disappear. Time is said to cause change in the 
universe counted through the digits fo Prajapati (as Time) and thereby has an extension beyond the symbolic 
form.

Sun as the source of the relation between time and Brahman, also displays the connection between the 
supreme Atman and the individual one. Purusa in a hidden form dwelling in the material sun through the rays of 

10 
the sun is connected to the puruùa in the eye.

The study reveals that the prevalent connection of Jyotihsastra and the concept of Karman connected 
with the concept of destiny is only a part come forward of the other aspects of the co-relation present in the 
Upanisads and that it chiefly worked for the understanding and the unity of the Brahman and the Atman which 
formulated the prime subject matter of the Upanisads. A further study of the co-relation in present times is 
essential to understand the essence of their coming together in the Upanishads.

1.Brhadaranyaka Upanishad VI. 3.1.
2.Mundaka Upanishad I. 1.5.
3.Chandogya Upanishad III. 11.5.
4.Brhadaranyaka Upanisad III. 8.9.
5.Katha Upanishad 3.2; Brhadaranyaka Upanishad VI. 2.16.
6.Brhadaranyaka Upanishad I. 5.16.
7.Brhadaranyaka Upanishad II. 4.5.
8.Chandogya Upanisad V. 11.
9.Brhadaranyaka Upanishad VI. 4.21.
10.Brhadaranyaka Upanishad V. 5.2.
11.The Brhadaranyaka Upanisad; translated by Swami Madhavananda; Advaita Ashrama, Himalayas, 1934.
12.The Taittiriya Upanisad; translated by A.M.Sastry, Bharatiya  Kala Prakashan, Delhi; 2004.
13.Kane, P.V. ; History of Dharmasastra, Vol. V. I, II;  Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona ; Third Edition, 
1994, 2007.
14.Yuvraj Krishan; The Doctrine of Karma; Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd. ; Delhi, 1997.

Worship of symbolic forms:

Activity of Brahman through the agency of kala: 

CONCLUSION:

REFERENCES:

Volume - 6 | Issue - 12 | January - 2017 

Available online at www.lsrj.in

3

JYOTISHASTRA AND THE CONCEPT OF KARMAN IN THE UPANISHADS



Publish Research Article
International Level Multidisciplinary Research Journal

For All Subjects

Dear Sir/Mam,
       We invite unpublished Research Paper,Summary of Research 
Project,Theses,Books and Book Review for publication,you will be pleased to 
know that our journals are

Associated and Indexed,India

¬

¬OPEN J-GATE
International Scientific Journal Consortium

Associated and Indexed,USA

?Google Scholar
?EBSCO
?DOAJ
?Index Copernicus
?Publication Index
?Academic Journal Database
?Contemporary Research Index
?Academic Paper Databse
?Digital Journals Database
?Current Index to Scholarly Journals
?Elite Scientific Journal Archive
?Directory Of Academic Resources
?Scholar Journal Index
?Recent Science Index
?Scientific Resources Database
?Directory Of Research Journal Indexing

Indian Streams Research Journal
                          258/34 Raviwar Peth Solapur-413005,Maharashtra

Contact-9595359435
E-Mail-ayisrj@yahoo.in/ayisrj2011@gmail.com

Website : www.isrj.org


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

